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ound: The Horatius at the Oschersleben Bridge

Bombers Hail One-Man A:r Force

AL TN TOOK PLACE 1t TAX 94y
By Andrew A. Rooney
Sinrs and Stripes Sl Wilker

A MUSTANG BASE, Jan. 18—A lone, unidentified
Mustang pilor battled 30 Germman fighter planes for half
an hour high over central Germany last Tuesday.
Fortress crewmen, who cheered as they watched the US,
ﬁghur!:nd plane after plane smoking to mem
. nmmcmmhﬁmﬂm“h:ﬁlntl :

il

& Is Squadron Leader h-hi James H. Howard,
Nith his deeds buried in an over-caotious intelligence
_m Fighter Command officials had 1o comb the
5 to find the man for whom bomber crews were
claiming six destroyed enemy planes and countless
‘bombers saved. With the records, they dug up possibly | |
the hutﬁﬂﬂfp:lnt story of the wa.

The six-foot two-inch former Flying Thiger's own
report on the battle claimed two destroyed, two prabably
vchm'ﬂnqumdam.buthhmu“hef'rwm
where the official probably will be raised by the
confirmation boa It appears certain from Maj,

% own repwtul' the dction, from the reports of
other fighter pilots and from the statements of many
bomber crewmen, that he dr.ﬂ.mymd four planes and pro- é

 bably five, beside the planes he hit and damaged but did Planer Phaee
not destroy. Maj, James H. Howard, i
“I seen my duty and | done it,” Maj, Howard said. “1 | . bambers.” explained. Howard, who was leading the

.ww saw 30 fighters all ot once the way the bomber it B17s poing lo Dschersleben and
people tell it T'd see one, give him & squirt, and go up ﬁ:ﬁﬁﬁm S RE R I

ikyite were an swful around | it was | “When we rendezvoused with the bombers from the

& matier of shooting at rear, | dispatched two flights to cover the last bomber
Ur group was assigned to prnndr. Inrsﬂ support for (Coniinned on page 2) -
—Lest They Forget, Back Home '{

ETO Soldier Wants to Vole, J
Wi thNoSnaquboutIt Either

HI Earl Mazo -

The Avera Armmcan w}ﬂiﬂr in the 'E:.TG mm_'- lu Yote in the furtﬁtr"
coming Pr:.-.:fmml elections.  And he would like it well understood at
home that he wants no political manipulations to prevent thal vole

Perhaps the best expression of the general feeling on this subject, gathered
in conversations with oficers and men of all services in the lnst twa weeks,

| Salem, Ore., a fighter pilot who was
wis made by Capt. Carl P. Geis, nf ok Sasein O m.hﬂu“l?ﬁf B Pt i

’ - S the Japs-in the Philippines.
V'Mflll tﬂ U- . 1 can't see -the difference belwoen
SR betng cilfmm :;:m:uc or nr'-ltrh.hun." e

" sudd, “If onwihing, | feel v e

Tops 50 Million |3 ¥ L o
—_— Sgt. Jack Goldner, of Brooklyn, who
Regu]m' Air Mail Would | is in the engincers, added, = . . . and
the politicians trying to block that vobe
Hﬂ?ﬂ M&H.‘III 21m bl r%u; walch .hmﬁ"tﬁ[ A hl‘:é
et - T L coming ot this_war, :

Mﬂl‘t ﬂem H“Pﬂ we won't  ensily. forget thowe
manegvers oni (he part of =ome

’ﬂg-m.um ﬁﬂﬂth Vol letter Weitten | oo tnke our voting privikges. from
rican forces in Britmin has been ¥

the 115, the Postl Division of | : - L
Capt, Charles Shaw, of Cody,
. sclosed m_twdlar. a  Fortress navigator, pajnied oul

E. E. Schioeder, ETO chinl [ it the uare Pie Amisrean B -
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boxes. *A° Squadron was seht to the for-
ward box, and | later discovered fhat this
was where all the actlvity was ceniered,
but at the fime | was pnable 1o do any-
thing about it hut use what we had 1o the
bzt advaninge, '

*The bombers passed over the torget,’”
Maj. Hownrd continned, “and there we
met our first enemy auacks.  Flights of
P54s weredizpaiched 1o engage the piinck-

ing enemy aircrafl, and 1 began atfocking |

with my fight, On the first encounier,
which tumed into a meles, my Hight Tost
me.

“When 1 regained bomber altitude, T
discovered T was alone and in the vicinity
of the forward hoxes of bamhg-s. There
was one box of B17s in particular that

, seemed o' be nnde pressed aimack by six
single and twin-chisined cnemy fighters.
There.were ibout 20 bombers In 4 very
compact formation, and the fighlers wenre
r} working individunily,

Round One: a KO

#The first plane 1 ot was a o
engined  German night fighter. I wemt
down afier him, gave him several &quirts
snd walched him ¢rash. -He stood out
very clearly, silhovetted against the snow

!‘ I]ﬁ:{ma:d the ground. He went down
| in o cloud of black smoke and firg and
| hit the ground. : .
sShortly alter that an FW came cruis-
ing along prdernenti: me. He pulled vp
into il sun wher be snw me, L gave him
a squirt and | almost mn o g canopy
when be threw it off 1o get out. He bailed
P ‘
wThen I circled trying fo join up with
the other P5is. 1 saw an Mel09 just
pnderneath and a few hundred  vards
shead of me. - He saw me at the sime
time and chopped his throttle, hoping my
epeed would carry me on ahead of him-
1r's an old tpick, He storied scissormg
underneath me but 1 chopped my throtile
and staricd scissoring ot the spme [0,
and shen we went into o circle dozfight
amd it was o mater of who could
muneuver best and cut the shortest clicle.
1 dumped 20-degree flaps and hezan
et fnside him. w0 he ity and went

o dive, with me afier him. 1 ol
n Kis tail usd got in some long-distance
(squiris from 300 or &0 yards. 1 povt
‘wome strikes on him, but T didn’l see him
hit the ground.

“1 pulled up again and saw an Meln
and a P51 rupning along together. The

8] gaw me coming in from behind and
| he peeled off while the Me staried n slow
| gircle.
at him“or 0o,
hard to remember
when you pet back.

A Probable, But Unclaimed

“Back up with the bombers. again, 1
sowe an Mel1lf 1 shot st him and pot
strikes a1l over him, He llicked over on
his back and 1 could see gas and smoke
coming out—white and black smoke.”
«-In Maj, Howard's report he did not
put in & cluim for having destroyed this
plane; although there was almost na dounbt
that #  ecrashed, according io reports
from bomber cretvs.

w1t eould be that he had some sort of
smoke equipment 1o make it appear that
he was damaped worse than he wis,
Maj. Howard cipiained.

Again the major chimbed up with the
box ol bombers he was fighting o pro-
tect. :

o] xaw an Mel0® jooling up for on
attnck on the bombers.  They aften iip

St

things in sequenes

in sidewiys, the way this one was doing.

1 don't remember whether | shot |
Tings hoppen so ast 108 |

and 1 was close fo him, -1 give him

hisck smoke pouring out.

[ target area for just an hour, aml Maj,
| Haward, fully conscions that his job was
o prodect bombers firsi and shool down
{G:—rmun fighters when it was parl of the
| joly, hud up to this 1tme héen using his
| ammunition -sparingly. ' In his first 1w
atiacks all feur 30 caliber guns weoic
firing, bt on hae third attack only twio
were functioning, I his last two attacks
only ane of his four 506 was firing.
With his ane good gun, Maj. Howard

climbed once again lo the port side of
the bomber formation. By this time the
bomber crews were pracueally hafging
our their plane windows waiching (he
CH=muEn - shiow,

H 5w an Me 109 over on the starboard
side potting mposition to atiack  the
bombers,” the Major said. 1 ‘dived on
him trom where 1 was and got strikes all
aver him with my one gun.  He turned
aver on his back nnd skidded ont.' He
thought - ‘he had lost me with the skid
and he polled ont into o 45-depgree dive.
I followed him down und kept on ghoot-
(174 » )

"T'd heefy with the bombers for mome
thum an hour altogether by then and just
before 1 lefi [ suw 4 Dornder 217—1 think |
it wis—comumg alongside the bombers,

robibly to throw rockets. | dived on

i and he Jefi, 'but | never did fhie &
shot at him.™

With his job donpe and his gas gelling
to the point where he had 1o leave, Maj.
Howard (ook off for home with nothing
maore serioas than a lone hole Through his
Ieft wing, He doesn'l know [or sure
when he was hit. ¥

A Valved Boss in the Air
Despite Maj.  Howards  individ sl

We were both pretty close to the hombers, | In 13 months with the Flving Tigers.
squirt and he headed strnight down with | eredited with the destruction of six Jap

The fighters were schpduled to sy

Howard flew 56 combat missions and was ‘22
planes.  Ar first-he few as depoly. squad
1on commander ender “Scarsdale” Jack'

with the bombers in the vicinity of thel Mewkirk, one of {he most famous of |

outhl yfter Mewkirk waz shot dowm, -

Cloud Banner and 1he itwo-star medal

performance  over  Oschersieben  Jast
Ticsciuy, the men whe fly with him insist

pilod, but as an abr commander.  Quiet,
ungominuiicniive on  the ground, ihe |
lnnky lighter pikat tokes command 0 the |
uir.

“Maj, Howned flies. into enemy
torritory . waits undil enemy gircraft Come
g e sitack tive bomibei s, and then, alber
leoking the =imiion over, he siaris |
despalching fliehis from s group where |
he thinks thev'll do the most good,  He |
ulwavs saves the biggest group of enemy
planes for his own fhghe,” - said 2711,
Mike Ropers. ol Newion, Mass. 1

Ie tighter wce’s background is os
uniawal 25 his performance i abe air, |
He was born 30 years ape in Canjon,
China.  His mother was the wife of an |
eve sifpeon who was playing 2 dual
| missiorarv-medical role in o the  south
Chink province, |

Miiif. Howard studied in a school in |
Pekin until he was 14, when his Tamily |
hronpht him o America, When he was
19 e entered Pomona College in Cali-
fomia, deicrmined o become & sirgeon
in the fontsteps of his. Goher.  When |
praduszied [rom Pomona in 1937, be gave
| up medicine, joined the Mavy and learsed
o fly ai Pensscola, Fla. |

Flew With Mavy 3 Years

For three vears MHoward flew with the
Mavy, operafing Grumman Wildcals off
ihree  dhallerent mircraft  carriers.  the
| Lexingion, the Wasp and  finally  the
Enterprse,

The [antasiic story, of this American
alrman pever tpers ofl. It was just be-
emnning when he lelt the Mavy and joined
up with Claire Chennooll’s Flying Tigers
in 1941, Howard seiwmed o China and
staried: operining agwinst the Japs with
L the AYGL

Wi = e J|
thap he s mdst valunble, noy a5 o fyhier i|S":‘c'T' Bill Flyan, la Crosse, Wik,

Flying Tigers, and ook command of

As recognition for his work ‘on’ thi
stafl of Gen. Chow, chiel of the Chine
Air Force, snd far his work as a pilot|
the Chinese gowvernment conferred  upon
Howard twe decorations, the W

the Chines MO askidt

wy have u personal hatred for every Jaj
that | don’t feel 'chlgc Em_lm :;: Ma \
card soys. FIATE f
#:h‘::rs.. You really have to riddle oneg

| of their planes 1o bring it down, where

a few hits on a Jap plane will finish .

* v he Japs aren’t very poed shots eithef,
but 1hey ure more alert ihan tho Giermia |

lpllm-s. * The Japs flew dilferent plane

and the Tormations wers diffcrent, ;sa £t |

T:I.q hard to compare 1hc__ﬂxp1:_np.h¢
byhe fiatting T China  This is ihe Diggest
wir offensive genter in the world here n&.l :
éb"-.}' y

ail was on & somll scabe 1here *ﬁh‘.

B ILLEN - & s |
syl tefl yon one thing thoogh, )ulhu
have i bener feeling Rying over Franes
fepd Germany. in n §1ng+c-errp%_ed pb;:
Mthan you have flying in Burma ol ha
Iyhe fecling yow'll get better ftreatment
s her if vou do go down, Over there ofce

you ane shot down You are cither ‘lus:‘;nr |

in the hands of the Japs.™

The men at the hase with Maj. Howard |

' tnow liitle about him. ~He docsnl

i iy, plays chess once in 2 while ©
B o ph:-md»hu fmvigl i ‘s:d
¥ T . }

3 £
and is odlen §l vigitior
biechnicn] mapgazines on a¥mRon,

'I_M!ii!-

&

Irﬁlm, and ut this poinl iy stary an!'II'i
:cmn‘r must

engineer punnee on g For, figores

mayhe he's in the wrong branch ol (ke

service.. In-one week he had o make
]

James Howard is 2 professional fighter |

erud: “To hc continved,”




iliong - Range P51B
"-'*Is an Escort on
e US. Attacks

TIH PEIB, A:ltl:rﬁclﬁ newest long-runge
fighter, 5 on combai operations from
bases in Britaln, it was announced offi-
chilly yesierdny.

The announcement came aflter the new
Mustangs had completed more than 12
misslons sgainst the Luftwaffe, escorting
Eighth Air Foree heawy bombers throngh
the war's mos: bitter dogfights over Ger-
many Tuoesday.

The new fighters, second of the
basic ype buill by MNormh American
Aviation Co., are the “long-imnge
fighters” referred o in USAAF opera-
tions announcements of the last monih oF
a0, and in that time they have chalked up
& score comparable o performances of
the P47 Thunderbolts and P38 Lightnings
already announced as in aperntion in the
ETO.

The Mustangs® first oulstanding suooess
came cxacily 0 week agp vesterday when
the group Jed by Lt Col. Kenncth R.
Muartin, of Kansas City, Mo, flew with
the Foriresses and Liberntors the ¥50-
mile roond trip 1o Kiel without loss and
brought the bombers home again.

Win Unanimons Praise

Praised by bomber crews they escart
mnd by the fighter pilols themeelves, the
pew Mumslangs are a  high-altitode,
long-range version of the original PS1
Mustang bullt by MNorth American o
RAF specilications for a low-altitude
imtruder and Aghber.

The B vergion of the 51 & powered
with a Packard Merlin, U.S.-boift model
yof ithe famed Britch Rolls Royee engine

B i become the mainstay of British
“The' quui_:lmrud Packard-Malin, |
e .

Vet W wo ¢2, siaRs A STRIPES, TAN. 1944

formpmee, plos a-stariling climb wate, lies
i the-radicully hew wing which North
American put into the woriginal rash-
order Mustang for the RAF.

The wing is described as “a laminar fiow
nirfoil,” designad o provide nearly egual
lift across the entine ¢hord of the wing
instead af a high pesk just behind-the
peak-of the wirfodl’s curve as in' con-
ventional denigns. The new wing oross-
section ppparently cais down dmg while
simultansously  providing  grester 1ML
When the 51 is fitted with o jettisenable
auxilisry fuel tank its range a1 beas! equals
the operational limits of any other fighter

Addition of the new Mustang gives the
U5, zir forces in the ETO three Tormid-
able long-range fighters and provides the
answer to the problem which was posed
in the experimental S5tages of high-aliiinde
doylighi bombing is fhis theater: How to
escort heavy boambers over the more dis-
tant Noz targeis, thus permiting  the
heavies w concenirate on accummie bomb-
ing and relieving them of some of (he
necersity of fighting their way 1o the
torpet through swarms of Lufiweife de-
fenders flying on do-or-die orders.

The 3B was imroduced secretly (o
the ETO, apd through hush-hush weeks of
irinls proved itself as n first-line combat
plane, cgpable of mking on the Lufi-
waffe’s best, on the basis of the box: soore
of fightérs destroyed o US. losses,

Looks Like Nazi Plane

When  bomber gunners  first . were
bricfed that they would be accompanicd
by the Musiangs, they man inio a prime
dfifficulty in aircruff Tecopnition—with =
blemt wing tips, Hoguid<ooled engine and
sguare—cut il assembly, the P51 strongly
resembles the Messerschmitt 109E, pre-
decessor of the Mel@9F and G, whiclf are
poday's firsd-line ligoid=tooled fighters in
the Mzl airforoe. ' Germany, however,
arenily houe 4 ly dwindling siock

ol | the obewolescent 100Es, and combar
1) Jug

ewy report litte difficuliy o recopniton.
i rmmoitlum@ml?!t me:ghl

J

4Jm=-|lldfﬂuﬂmru
mmm:—mt—-mw-m up &t 8 fighter station In the ETO,

50 cal. ‘mnchine-guns, six. in the wings
and two in the sides of the engine cowling.
Details of the PSIB's asmement have not -
heen releised. -

Leading the first of the new Mustangs
i their ETO trinls—und on the basis of
their performance in the “big leagoe™
aerial warfare, the new craft were ji
for combat everywhere—were a gro
pilaty led hy Col. Martin and 4
of veteron USAAF combat puarsui !li:l;h

Maj. James H. Howard, 30, of St
Louis, Mo., o veteran of the famied™
American . Volunteer Group flying in
Burma snd China against the Japanese,
led one squadron. Maj. Howard was
decoratad by Chianng Kai-shek [or de-
stroying six Jap plangs while an AVG
pilol.

2 Pearl Harbor Velerans

Other squadron commanderns of - the
experimental group were -Capt.  Henry
Lee Priser, of Tocson, Ariz., nnd Maj.
George Bickel, 27, of Nutley, NJ,, both
of whom were siationed &i Pesrl Hurbor
an Dec. 7, (941,

An carlier squadron commander wais
Muj, Owen Scaman, IF-year-old San
Muateo (Cal) pllot, whe was reporied
missing -after 80 cacort mission o Ger-
many, Seaman's plane, cippled by
cnemy fire, was seen  plunging  towand
the MNorth Sea, while over the RT came
a muttered, Hellcrl'nmlﬁduﬁm:
a swim:" -

Exccutive officef 8 the P41 group is
Lt Col. Wallace . Mace; of Sali Lake *,
pCliy, who was at Pearl Harbor and Mid- -
way before being ordered home to help
form the new [orce [or combat in the
ETO.

Operations chiel of the group is Capi,
Carl Gies, of Saklem, O, who was one
@l the handful of American fighier
pitots who defended Batasn  and  who
man:hwuaﬂmD 5 lor
desiroying two Jap plancs in t
attnck on Clark Fleld, near,

days aller Pearl Harbor.
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E:’: TP with
A NAZI FIGHTER

Firs  Lie Ron

Is Best Ever Built TR B
IMPMIFGIUHE -4 _his Musiang ran oul

with U.5. Forces

STATIGH Wednesday.

T e the ﬂ]ﬂ;'rs of .
m«n{mestﬂghm the P-51B Mustang, which | {
wa hngrmgethannnrothermonam inthﬂ
| This aircraft has been operating ng:mstthe Luftwafle
{for six weeks, but it was mtunhltlmgrel! :inxhe

: ta:minththuuﬂnlﬂemng on January 11 ths
_ tﬁeE:ghthAirFamw rade know;
' form, - = : :




.a] Richard Boug, Pﬁcific Theater Ace,

HeGniremRunanp
With 303 Gabreski’s
| 28 Sill Third

'| WASHINGTON, m’?nm
— Ma). Richard Bong, of Poplar,
Wis, continues to lesd the lisg of
34 air force lighter aces who have
destroyed 16 or more enemy planes
in combat. The WD's lastest [ist
gove the Beuthwest Pacific sce 38

Elghth AP,

Lt Col. Francis E, Gabreski

i ML . Mahurin, Fu. Wayne, Ind., .
Eighth AF, 21; Ma). Jay T, Robbins, | Aphan
Texas, Fifth AP, 21; Lt

Paces Air F orce With 40 Planes Downed

Army llelmes List of
Pilots With 15 Or
More Kills

(OLeVEL GABFESKI wAp
AT WYATLE FEACR AF 8 Fadwh 3

o
5%—1'}5.{ &F THE 354 TH

F& g Jul iGé0

l.S Fighters Desli'o 4 for 1 4
In One of Mﬂﬁt Bltter Battles

EIGHTH FIOHTER HI:} hn I1—
American fighter pilots outscored Nazi
intercepEors nently four @ one over
Germany today in one of the most bitter
doghights ol the war which saw. 1/L1
Gilen D. Schiliz; P47 pce from Notth
Canton, Ohis, destroy  thres mr

fighters For his

Schiliz shot down ﬂ!!ﬂb-g‘ll 09s, hrlnr

ing his 1otal 1o gight, while driving enemy

E:m ll'l!' fmm bombers i wlai
é‘;\n G. Schilling, of Traverse

r.'iur M nllu! “the greatesi doghigh

scoved his first tri ﬂmll!-lﬁut
htdu:rmﬁdm’:

oiher. U5,

1ol 12 Cerman plines destroyed without

Cal, Echllllfli ‘reported he was able o
destroy an FW 190 a4t 9000 feet because
Maj, wee CqCutdiumtﬁdd,
Ohio, dovered his tail all the way down
(o paint admittedly dangerous for the
high-altiude ‘American fighters. —

One P47 g ‘came back. with a score

loss 1o the

msilves,
1L Mmu Quirk, of Washinpion,
he shot down - an
Melod for his

f
l.rms].:mu Hﬂwml.El s
a

Fw
AL Mw

-I duuhln wﬂh%
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Minth in Britain® ~ ©

For months the shoolder patch of the
Kmth Air Force has been |!|I:‘ip;]':l of Lhe
US, uniforms visible in Britsh iraids,
pubs, and village dances. But not until ks
week wng thers officidl announcement that
the sutfit had been moved Irom the Meds-
termnean to jobn the new Allied Expesdi-
tionnry Air Forces uméer Air Chisfl Mar
ihal Sir Teafiord Leigh-Mallory as pary of
the Tactical {close suppart | Air Force,

Under rough and rugged Major Geneml
Léwiz H, Hrereton, (he Ninth was formed
in the Ching-Burma-India ihester, moved
to rhe Middle East when Rommel banged
ol the hack door of Egvpt.® 1t supported
the Hritish Eighth Army s it sdvanced
westward from El Alamein 1o lf'ap Hom,

The mew job for Annapoli-educated
Lewiz Brereton: {o umbmetla the invasion,
Made Companion of the Cwder of ihe
Bath lasl MNovember, the General sdill

& (el peimidpal UF, alr foeors; FiH8, Smathe
west Pagife, Sevemb Cestral Pacifc;  Eaghih
England | hemvy Bembersi; Twslith §iagteal §
amd Filiwenih | beavy bossbers), dedierranesn
Theaner

wowpe Buger
ANFE. s Brenitox
Ch Thie pualey brew,
-

wenrs bapey pants snd an ofd-vweter
under his fiying suit, His old kabit of tern-
i i unexpedtedly At his mesghium-bomber
anil fghter statbons has 0 new Dwist - now
he leaves & trmil of red printed plicards
which read “Keep Mobile—Breredon,”

AAABT O GRT
Nigwan Kovg
e peras,”

wreamny AR
Kong Gets o German

The insintted Nazl was al 27,000 lesi
madly popping his Focke-Wulf's guns a
.5, bombers well out of his range. A U5,
P58 Mustang turped nto him and the
MNuzi peeled off mto a diving turn, Ten
thouzsand feel farther down the Mustung
pilat malled ki man with & El.ll'r; chose-im
birst. First the FW' wheels fell out, then
the olape exploded amd s pieces Lumbled
carthward, Sécond Lieul. Wan-Kau Kong
pilot pf “Chinamsan’s Chance” and obe of
the U5, Fighter Commund’s hotlest sero-
bais, hod made his first kill.

"The lmpidsmnest Chiness fighter pilot
in the European Theater of Cperathms”
i what shight, Hawaiian-born Lieut, Komg
cnlly himsell (e ls the only one; there are
& few Chinese-American homberman 1, He
got into fdving by way of the Corps of
Engineers, [or which be worked s a chem-
st after e fodshed the University of
Hawnii, Between miikons he fries (o
teach other pilals Hawadan without nota-
bile success. They cannot even leam to ssy
“Hemukons  Hewahewa Obalani  Yim,"
witich is his miece Shirley’s Howaiian nams,

Licut. Kong hos his own troubles with
all langusges except Hawaiinn American.
He lags a sentence behind the acturs when
b e 1o the English ibeater; his motber
is Cantonese but he canmnot spesk Canton-
ese well enough 1o gei along with Chinese
waiters: and he dires not call on the Chi-
iese Ambassador in London becaiie “He'd
probably expect me to spoak Mandarin
i« o jobpessl”

25
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MARCH e o

"Blits Waek" closed and the lsssons learnsd
were being studied for more viclent ottocks
upon the wor-starting Germans, 1 any Ameri
can pilet wot amind to claim Hhat bomhing
Borlin would be too coctly without lang-rangs

3

Fighter sscorts, then ne bombar man would

disagres. The fighter pilot coms inte his own
“during "Blitz Week” and hare thies Mutiang =

men engage in a lile "hangar flying” a1 they
recount their deop penstration of the Mazi's
aetiol barricade. These fighter pilots have besn
to Berin. Thay are Lisut. Robert L. b erorva,
Sand Point, Idehe: Capl. Wallace Emmer, 5t
Lovis, ond Lieuwt. Jomes J. Porsons, Seaible.
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i “Enlisted Men Pilots Get Their Bars \




60 DFCs and Silver Stars
Given Pilots of 19th TAC

Ma). Gen, Hovi §. Vandenberg. Ninth
Adir ree  commanier, presented 60
DFCs and Silver Stars t8 pilors of the
19th Taericnl Air Command, commanded
by Brig. Gen. O, P. Wevland, nl cere-
manjes held af two landing srips n
FW'M ded by

BHLANE Somman
Col. Georpe R. nﬁﬁf of Nuiley, NI,
received the Presidential Lnit - Citation
“for outstanding performance of duty in
nctiom | agninst the enemy in the
from Scpt. 4, 1943, 10 May 15, 1944,
during which time the group destroved
d7] plomes. )

.lm of the
I bombers

BEALIN RAIDERS' :
Mustang pilots whe sicort
whieh raided a distrigt

P51 Pilot, Wounded Tacklin

2 Waves of Planes, Decorated

. American heavy

w

{3
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t_{eich Citi 3“
Pounded by Air

U.S. Heavies Hit Gegrmany
- 4th Day in Row: Escape
Routes Are Blasted

Eighth Air Force heavy bombers
slashed into Germany yesterday for the
fourth straight day to climax a weekend
in which more than ten Nazi citles (el the
weight af Allied explosives and 'H"ehr-|
tmecht escape routes in France were | SEEE

Joining the fosce of  nearly 500
Foriresses and Liberators in the revital-
ieed Baitle of Germany were RAF Hali= |
faxes which struck Ruhr synthefic-oil
plants. in the decpest British daylight
penetration  of  German  terrliory in
sirength. Tt was the first long-range day-
light nttack by RAF heavies in more than
twa years,

In the savage campaign 1o close alr, |
sea and gro channels of escape for the,
enemy's butiered troops in France, Allié
aircralt attiked naval and merchog,
shipping, transport planes, enemy [roops,
vehicles, tanks and supply Jines, _

Spearheading the assault, Thunderholts
of the Ninth Air Forefs 19ih Tactica
Alr Commund bombed and®sirafed Bigst

. (Cantinusd on page 1) 1
‘Maurice, Chevalier Slain 3
- By Maquis, Patriots Say

PARIS, Aug. 27 (Reuter)—Maurice
Chevalier, the former Freach film idol
who hecime a collwborator in’ 1940, was
killed by the Maguis last Friday, French
pairiots said today. He was 55,

Chevalier achieved world Fame when
e was signed by Paramount studios and
costarred with Jeannetie MucDhonald in
the early galkies. In World War |
Chevalier was captared at the front by
the Germans, k
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Fighter Aces.
of the ETO.
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The missing Maj. Beckham was a
classic exam
Fnﬂuw!imuﬂmumuﬂd
units of Thunderbolis carefully ﬂ
o o o 2 o
li
& white horse. o e s arnweid ow
Beckham always was two three
jumps ahead of mtm.ﬂ

On his last mission, after his ship

was hil and he knew he couldn't make
it back to base, Beckham quietly =

his wingman, instructed him

in
e should take hack to
npniuﬂud_ for not bﬂn]'___a

mitke it back himself.
Mahurin is an ace of somewhat the
Calmly, he once reported running
into 25 Gierman lighters in this manner ;
M. B We .« a R
sighted many condensation  trails
coming from a southerly direction
- upon investigation they

the battle:

At this time these enemy
slightly above wus, but they
attempted to pet up-sun on us, Natur-
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engagements we all
1 found mysell al 1 fest. How-
ever, T o p ﬂl;[lnﬁthﬂf
P47 from a di Lgroup. My relurn
i ! tful in so far as enemy
Charles London, who is in the States
ing ng pilots, is the
Air Force's first ETO fighter
ace in this war. He destroyed his fifth

2




E%Rﬂht Johnson

counted for enemy No. § within
weeks, and as the score began to

carly in the fall, Mahurin stood out
above the rest, and for severnl months
he held his lead.

Several weeks ago Beckbam caught
up with,"then exceeded, Mahunn's
score, and, with 18 Germans to his
credit, still held the ETO lead on
Tuesday,

A number of British-based American
fighter mcn came to this theiter as
aces.

Thomas White was in the Mediter-
ranean. In a Lighining he saw action
through all of the carly Tunisian cam-

paign, and sccounted for six Ly
fi before he was shot m

%[_{r a E‘j“".ﬂ recuperation [
AETIOUS k njury, e insi
returning to combat in a P3E,

ames Howard was credited with
ai:l'ﬂﬁ'mmw ing with the AVG,
and Jack Donaldson accounted for
two Jap bombers and three Zeros in
the Pacific. :

While the averape ace age is about
25 years, the high scoring pilots range
from Donovan Smith, who is 21, past
James Howard, who is Y, and they

2 agile as
any fighter men anywhere,

Unlike many RAF pilots who sct
themselves off their  mustaches,
most American afrmen have
clean upper lips. But some few are
different.

Béckham, for instance, .came Over-
sead with the longest, most pointed
mustache in the Air Forces. The
story is that he shot down his first
German only after he had shaved off
that mustache,

To prove thal the bushy upper lip
had nothing to do with his fighting
results, Beckham began 1o nurse his
mustache back to its normal size in
January—and he accounted [or several
German aircrafi while that mustache
was growing.

Since the whole aces scheme i3 un-
official, men who hold membership
don’t even have a ribbon o identify
themselves, bul none of them seems 10
mind. Most high scoring sces have
almost every available medal anyway.

Mahurin, for instance, has the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross, the Silver
Star, four Distinguished Flying Crosses
and four Air Medals. Gabreski, who

with the Poles for a while, has a
ish Cross of Valor in addition to

American Silver Stars, five D

ve Air Medals,

4

the transferees from the

British decorations.  Peterson

al one hme commanded thé con-

ted Easgles, has both the British

and DFC, plus the Ameérican

DSC, Purple Heart and fouf Air

Medals, and London has been awarded

both Beitish and American DFCs and

the American DSC and four Air
Medals.

The ETO's 63 American fighter aces
op till Tuesday afternoon alone have
destroyed almost 500 German aircraft,
and with the ace ranks growing daily,

%m" score of downed _'.Gﬂz

s shortly will be dowbled.

Lt Col. James H. Howard i
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Col. Laurenee K. Callahan Col. William H. Stoyall

World War 1 aces, *‘refreads’ in thls war, see riences like their owe of 26 vears
agn in the stores of today's ETO aces. While ihey don't pretend o compare their
Spads with Lighinings, Thunderbolts and Muostangs, Cols. Laurence K. Callohan asd
William H. Stowull (above) fignre the action they saw against Fokkers in the lusi war
owcred all this business of sees.  Col, Callahan, of Chicago, inielligence officer fur
ighth Fighter Command, was credited wilh destr five Germsns in World Wars
Col. Stovall, of Stovall, Miss. now Eighth er Commund Persennel ulﬁrﬁ;
accounted for seven of the Kalser's aircraft. o

Capt. Walker Maburin

Walker Mahorin  and Robert Johnson, each credited with destroying 17 German asircralt, are at this writing (Tuesday,
Mﬂh‘hhuhﬂmﬂmhkauﬁpm:mh
me-jmmﬂhhmﬂcmhtmmmmmnﬂhmhwﬂm
hhhmouﬂiurmﬂt?uk&ﬁdl.anﬁmﬂd.IlhmHiWMﬁ-
down three Mellls, bringing bis total lo six. Since then Mahurin's record shows asother triple-kill, th
simples. mﬂmmmmlﬂh:mlhiphhnmﬂﬂnv.!iﬂmhﬁulmm-utﬁqhdmﬂhhqukk
succession; and mtﬂ;{h{;lﬂ‘ﬂm.lﬂluﬂuﬂﬁhhlﬂnudm#yh#ﬂhnuﬂﬂﬂlﬂ
nn Melll, on

seored

ty-four-yesr-old  Robert S, Jobnson scored
.. chrpenter, who, fellow fliers say, ha
hlhslwtduu-mﬂrmhm
1, two FWI100s and on Feb, 20, the
He shot down his
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Maj. Gerald Johnson
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TARGETS of
OPPORTUNITY
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By Sgt. BILL DAYIDSON
YANK Stafi Correspondent
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This article is about the 35Lth Fighter Group.
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